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god Kovave come down to tell the people that the deity would
soon visit the village. Again, the taboos annually imposed on
certain pieces of land and water for the sake of the coco-nuts
and fish were maintained by young men wearing masks and
carrying bows and arrows, with which they were at liberty to
shoot anyone who dared to break the taboo.
On the theology, the myths, and legends of the people
Mr. Holmes does not tell us much. While we are grateful to
him for what he has given us, we cannot but wish that he had
given us a good deal more. The loss of some of his notes, to
which he refers, may perhaps be partly responsible for a certain
meagreness in the treatment of some topics about which, after
his long experience, the author might have been expected to
furnish us with more ample details. It is to be hoped that
future inquiries on the spot may yet fill up some of the gaps
in Mr Holmes's otherwise valuable record of these interesting
tribes.